
A publication for grand alumni of the VCU School of Pharmacy Volume 1 · 2016

McGUIRE TIMES

FROM STUDENT TO TEACHER:  
FOR BERTHA ROLFE, PERSISTENCE PAID OFF
Third-year Pharm.D. student Chloe Kim paid a recent visit to 1947 alumna Bertha Rolfe to discuss her 
experiences as a student and later, as a faculty member. Kim is a recipient of the Bertha and Norman Rolfe 
Pharmacy Scholarship.

WHY DID YOU BECOME INTERESTED  
IN PHARMACY?

I didn’t really become interested in 

pharmacy, I sort of fell into pharmacy. 

I was taking pre-med at Westhampton 

College. But when I was there, I contracted 

lobar pneumonia. When I came back, 

the school thought that I did not deserve 

the same grades as those students who 

had attended school every day. So I gave 

up the scholarship and went to NYU to 

continue pre-med. I became ill again and 

had to return home to Richmond. That is 

when I decided to go to MCV. After talking 

to Dean Wortley Rudd, I was admitted 

to take courses, including pharmacy, and 

that’s how it began.

AFTER GRADUATING, YOU JOINED 
THE SCHOOL OF PHARMACY AS A 
LAB INSTRUCTOR. HOW WAS THE 
EXPERIENCE?

I joined the school as an associate when 

Dean R. Blackwell Smith contacted me. I 

was an associate for a few years until the 

title was changed to instructor. I loved my 

students. I was like a mother with baby 

chicks. They came to me with all of their 

problems, whether academic or marital, 

whatever. They knew that I was there for 

them. I had a wonderful relationship with 

all of my students.

HOW HAS YOUR CAREER BEEN SINCE 
YOU LEFT THE SCHOOL OF PHARMACY?

I volunteered in McGuire VA Hospital after 

leaving the SOP and also volunteered 

at the VCU Massey Cancer Center for 

several years. I have served on the MCV 

Foundation Board of Trustees, the Massey 

Cancer Center Advisory Board and the 

School of Pharmacy’s National Advisory 

Council.

ANY ADVICE 
FOR FUTURE 
PHARMACISTS?

My advice to all 

young people 

is to not think 

that the world 

owes you a 

living but that 

you have to work for what you get. You 

have to be respectful of other people’s 

lives, what they’re doing. It’s important that 

you not spend more than you have, that 

you save some for the future because you 

don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Life 

is not a smooth road, and there will always 

be bumps along the way. You have to keep 

going, keep smiling and listen to what 

other people have to say because you learn 

from many people … even ignorant people!

PHARMACY AND LAW PROVED  
GREAT COMBO FOR GENE WHITE
Thuy Tran, a 2016 Pharm.D. alumna as of May 14, spent an afternoon with 1956 alumnus Gene White to talk 
about how he combined pharmacy and law, as well as what he’s doing in retirement. Tran is a recipient of the 
C. Eugene White Scholarship.

YOU HAVE A BACKGROUND IN LAW. 
HOW HAS THAT SHAPED YOUR CAREER 
AS A PHARMACIST? 

After graduating from law school, I repre-

sented the American Pharmacists Associa-

tion as its attorney for one and a half years.  

I worked with boards of pharmacy from 

across the country on various issues. When 

I relocated back to Richmond, Dean Weav-

er offered me an opportunity to teach 

pharmacy law at the school. Up until that 

moment, I never planned on teaching! It 

was truly a rewarding opportunity. The stu-

dents were very patient and understanding 

with me those first few years. I really miss 

working with the students. In addition to 

teaching law, I also had a small law office 

at the school. Around the 1970s-1980s, 

there was a rise in the number of crimes 

relating to the misuse of medications and 

medication-related robberies in the area.  

Given my background, many of these cases 

were referred to my office. 

YOU SERVED AS THE ASSOCIATE DEAN 
OF STUDENTS FOR MANY YEARS. WHAT 
IS ONE OF YOUR MOST MEMORABLE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS? 

During my time as dean, I worked with 

John Hasty [also B.S. ‘56] to start a pro-

gram at the school that provided counsel-

ing to students who were abusing drugs. I 

believe that instead of expelling these stu-

dents from the program immediately, they 

should be encouraged to seek professional 

drug rehabilitation at a hospital, have the 

opportunity to complete rehab sessions  

and be admitted back into school. John 

and I partnered with other pharmacists, 

who volunteered their time and services, to 

mentor these 

students and 

offer them 

a second 

chance. If 

the student 

relapsed, then they would be expelled  

from the school. I believe this is a better  

approach to developing stronger  

pharmacists.  

HOW ARE YOU ENJOYING YOUR  
RETIREMENT? 

I have been participating in triathlons for 

over 40 years. I train every day to prepare 

for the next race. I am the undefeated 

champion in the age group of 80-84 year 

olds because I am the only one competing! 

I also lead the horse-drawn carriage rides 

every Friday morning at Maymont.  

Chloe Kim  
and Bertha Rolfe

Thuy Tran  
and Gene White



FROM THE DEAN
Dear Grand Alumni,

I hope that your year is going as well as ours here at the School of Pharmacy. Time is 

flying by, and I will soon complete two years as dean. It has been a privilege and joy to 

be in this position. I have learned much about our university and the MCV tradition as 

well as about our alumni and pharmacy practice in Virginia.  

Our faculty and students continue to excel. Students are working in many different 

areas within the profession. As always, community pharmacy makes up the greatest 

percentage of jobs for our graduates.  

This year, 42 graduates went into health system and community residency programs.  

Our students were more successful in attaining residencies than most other schools of 

pharmacy. We also have had notable faculty achievements. For example, faculty and 

SOP alumna Kelly Goode is now the president of APhA. Norman Carroll’s research in 

costs of cancer care was featured recently in the national news media.  

Overall, the school continues to progress. We recently moved up in the U.S. News 

& World Report rankings from 21st to 17th in the United States. Our faculty rank 

12th in the U.S. in NIH research funding. Keep in mind that there are now over 130 

schools of pharmacy, so we are in the top ranks. This spring we opened the Center for 

Compounding Practice and Research. This is a state-of-the-art training facility that 

will bring our school to the forefront of compounding practice. Courses are being 

constructed for students, pharmacists and technicians.

Over the past year I have had the pleasure of visiting alumni and many pharmacies and 

hospitals around the state. I plan to continue these trips and look forward to reaching 

places I have not yet visited. 

This September, the university will launch a major fundraising campaign, and the school 

will play a major part in it. As this campaign gets going, I will be contacting you to learn 

about your experiences at the school, your careers and your interest in supporting 

pharmacy education.

I have enjoyed meeting some of you at 

national conferences as well as during the 

2015 and 2016 Reunion Weekends. If you 

haven’t visited us recently, please come 

back to campus.  Some things have not 

changed, but there also have been some 

important advances. The Center for 

Compounding Practice and Research is 

just one of them!

With best regards,

Joe DiPiro

Answers 1. Warren Weaver  
2. R. Blackwell Smith Jr.  
3. 1960  
4. Benjamin Franklin  
5. Annie Leeper  
6. 1953
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DR. WEAVER’S 
EXTRA CREDIT
1. Who was 

dean of 

the MCV 

School of 

Pharmacy 

when 

the class 

of 1966 

graduated?  

Hint: He 

remained 

dean until 

1981.

2. Who was dean of the school in 1955? 

He went on to be president of MCV. 

Also, the school’s primary teaching 

facility, which opened in 1985, is 

named after him.

3. With which incoming pharmacy class 

did the five-year curriculum take 

effect?

4. Which American historical figure tops 

the original three-light gasolier (gas-

burning chandelier, now converted 

to electricity) that hangs above the 

staircase as you enter McGuire Hall?

5. Which faculty member served as 

advisor of Kappa Epsilon in 1965-66?

And for extra, extra credit. 

6. What year was the Tau chapter of 

Kappa Epsilon founded at MCV?

Dean Joe DiPiro  (right)  
with class of ‘56 grand alumni.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Many alumni, friends, faculty and staff 

have made planned gifts for the School of 

Pharmacy through their wills, revocable 

trusts and retirement plans. Others have 

made gifts to the school using charitable 

gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts 

and charitable lead trusts. 

Although none of us knows when those 

gifts will be received — or exactly how 

much we might be able to leave — the 

School of Pharmacy will always need to 

recruit and retain exceptional faculty, 

our students will always need financial 

assistance, and research will always be 

a critical part of our quest to provide 

exceptional patient care. 

Gifts that you leave through your estate 

or other planned gifts can make the 

difference. If you want to make a big 

impact on our faculty, our students or in 

research, consider making a gift to the 

School of Pharmacy with an estate or 

planned gift.

Alumni and friends who make a planned 

gift to benefit the school are eligible for 

membership in the MCV Society, a society 

of forward-thinking people who have 

made an estate or planned gift for the 

health sciences schools. 

If you would like to learn more about 
opportunities to support the school in 
this way or if you already have made an 
estate or planned gift for the School of 
Pharmacy, please email or call  
Ellen Carfagno, director of development, 
at emcarfagno@vcu.edu or  
(804) 828-3016, or 
Doug McCartney, J.D.  
(right), executive 
director of gift 
planning, at 
dwmccartney@ 
vcu.edu or  
(804) 828-5563.

mailto:emcarfagno@vcu.edu


WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
By 1966, John Andrako had been a member of the pharmaceutical chemistry faculty for 10 years and had 

added administration to his duties. Between 1965 and 1973, he was assistant dean of the School of Pharmacy, 

continued to teach and assisted Dean Warren Weaver in creating the experiential education program. His next 

move was to the office of the vice president for health sciences, where he served as assistant and associate vice 

president, then interim v-p for the three years before his 1991 retirement. 

In 1998, Andrako helped Don Abraham bring the 26th National Medicinal Chemistry Symposium to Rich-

mond. He also worked with Abraham as assistant editor of the sixth edition of “Burger’s Medicinal Chemis-

try and Drug Discovery.” His interest and involvement in genealogy led Andrako to Europe and the Ukraine, 

where he was able to locate relatives on the Czechoslovakian-Ukrainian border in what used to be Ruthenia.  

Andrako’s wife Ruth died in 1973. They had three children, John, Diane and Susan (seven grandchildren and one great-grandson …  

so far!).  In 1978, he married Wanda, a former director of nursing for MCV Hospitals; the couple reside in Midlothian, Va. 
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John Andrako  
and granddaughter 
Kirsten Hoggatt at  
Galen Society Dinner 

It was a very nice reunion, and I was glad so many people came back. The facilities 
were very nice, too.

Nancy Cook

I thought the reunion went well. It was nice to see a couple of classmates that I had 
not seen since we graduated.

It was very kind of the School of Pharmacy to sponsor our dinner at the Tobacco 
Company. I attended the service on Sunday morning at Monumental Church, and it 
was very well planned.

George Snead

The class of 1966 School of Pharmacy reunion was a rich moment in my life. I 
enjoyed meeting our new dean, Dr. DiPiro, who told us some of the exciting plans 
for the next few years. Touring the pharmacy school and hearing from current 
students showed me some of the important advances in pharmacy education. 

I was moved at the Memorial Service for our departed classmates of MCV. The 
Sunday morning Induction Brunch, and seeing our former teacher, Gene White, 
and being inducted into the old guard was a fitting end to a memorable weekend.

Of course, the best part of the weekend was seeing classmates again.

Ashby Danner 

WELCOME TO GRAND ALUMNI STATUS, ‘66!
Reunion Weekend 2016 was a particularly momentous occasion for 

members of the class of 1966, who were inducted into the MCV Grand 

Alumni society. Attending the 50-year celebration were Patrick and 

Theresa Baldwin, Joseph “Danny” and Dianne Beck, Nancy Clay Cook 

and Phil Cook, Barbara and William Cooper, W. Ashby Danner, David E. 

Jones, John P. and Peggy (’71) Jones, Lon “Mickey” (also M.D. ’70) and 

Sandy Keim, Priscilla Hulbert (’67) and Mike Kent, Winkie and Richard 

Martin (’67), Charles and Judy Rainey, Emmett and Judi (’67) Saunders, 

Paul E. and Nancy Schaefer, Bernard Schutt, George Snead and Carol 

Roberts, and Richard and Geri Workman. We hear this is a class that 

enjoys its parties, so we hope to see more of you in 2021.

Very enjoyable weekend overall. Well-organized and thoughtfully put 
together. Enjoyed the tour of the Blackwell Smith Building. I recall my roommate, 
Wayne Hague, was one of the first to incorporate computer technology into 
pharmacy. Seeing the new pharmacy lecture halls, labs and classrooms reminds 
me yet once again how “low tech” I am.

The social evening and get-together was wonderful and most enjoyable. Enjoyed 
visiting with everyone, some of whose name tags I had to read as it had been quite 
a while since I had last seen them. Seeing new faces on older bodies of former 
classmates and friends while recalling memories of former professors, former 
colleagues and classmates, some no longer with us, made for a great weekend. 
Thank you to all involved.

Mickey and Sandy Keim
Reunions past … class of ’66 in 2011

Class of ’66, sometime in the ‘70s

Class of ’66 … in the 1990s?
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MIDWAY THROUGH THE CENTURY
The letter of acceptance to pharmacy school 

Is still kept safe, like a family jewel. 

The start of a journey with constant change, 

A profession evolving with wider range.

We knew from day one it would be a mistake 

To think this course of study as a piece of cake. 

Off at the bell, our fingers did ache, 

Pencil lead melting from notes we take.

The Skull and Bones was our second home. 

We loved those burgers and drinks with foam. 

Grilled cheese, Cokes and a bag of chips, 

Ching-ching on the register and very small tips.

Study rooms full at old McCaw, 

Students cramming in the hall. 

Vending machine coffee that tasted like swill, 

Always did — and always will.

Froggie’s frogs and dogfish sharks, 

Twelfth Street fenced in stray dog barks. 

Student Union building, hurried lunches, 

Corner vendor flowers in yellow bunches.

Pitt’s cigars and Leeper’s hats, 

Creepy things in urns and vats. 

Ping-pong balls and student chatter, 

Memorizing things we thought didn’t matter.

Dean Weaver’s smile and friendly greeting, 

Could change to somber at a post-grade meeting. 

And organic experience with Doyle Smith; 

Who could be better to have your first one with?

John Andrako hung tea bags in flasks, 

While counseling students or performing tasks. 

And “Uncle Miltie” Neuroth wrote so fast, 

He chalked the answer first — and the question last.

We navigated tunnels having yellow-green pipes, 

Gathered on street corners for airing gripes, 

Attended frat parties, paid tuition due, 

Watched buildings torn down, up with the new.

Study, study, study — study and cram, 

Post-mortem the gift, or shaft, exam. 

But we loved our college and golly, gee, 

Back then we knew it only as MCV.

We set the alarm, not to be late, 

One more exam and we’d graduate? 

The good news came in the morning mail, 

Time to grab the world by the tail.

Ensuing years have made us proud 

Of school and pharmacy — we say it loud! 

Memories like these will always last 

And 50 years — can go by fast. 

Written by Al Schalow, class of ’61,  
on the occasion of his 50th reunion  
in 2011.
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