
 
 
 

FORENSIC SCIENTIST  
Breath Alcohol 

Position # CF344 & CF218 
Salary: $52,676 – $92,529  

(Benefits included) 
Location: Richmond 

 

Position CF344 is a general funded position and will be filled first.  CF218 is a grant 
funded position, and is funded through September 2022. It is anticipated that the 

grant will be renewed. 
 

The Virginia Department of Forensic Science is seeking a Forensic Scientist in the Breath 
Alcohol Section.  Duties for this grant-funded position include training law enforcement, 
maintenance and repair of evidential instrumentation, expert witness testimony, and 
research.  The Breath Alcohol Section provides training for approximately 5,000 law 
enforcement personnel regarding proper use of the Commonwealth’s evidential instrument, 
the Intox EC/IR II.  The staff is also responsible for maintenance of all evidential Breath 
Alcohol instruments and expert witness testimony throughout the state.  The Breath Alcohol 
Section is accredited through the ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB) as a 
Calibration Laboratory and personnel are required to follow all accreditation criteria.  This 
position requires overnight travel and employee will provide own transportation if necessary. 
 
Minimum qualifications:   

 Bachelor’s degree in a natural or physical science, toxicology, or closely related field 

 Laboratory experience including use of instrumentation, familiarity with QA/QC 
procedures and following laboratory protocols 

 Ability to explain and defend scientific concepts to laypersons and peer groups 

 Ability to maintain accurate records, analyze and interpret data, manage multiple 
tasks efficiently, establish work priorities  

 Excellent oral and written communication skills 

 Experience using Microsoft Office applications 

 Valid driver’s license or other means of statewide transportation 
 
Preferred qualifications:  

 Advanced degree in a natural or physical science, toxicology, or closely related field 

 Formal college coursework in toxicology, pharmacology and statistics  

 Completion of the Intox EC/IR II maintenance course  

 Completion of the Robert F. Borkenstein Alcohol course  

 Experience delivering technical training to professional staff  

 Experience providing expert witness testimony 

 Familiarity with ANAB and ISO/IEC 17025 International Standard accreditation 
program standards  

 
If a fully qualified Forensic Scientist candidate cannot be found, the position will be filled as 
a Forensic Scientist Trainee at a salary of $44,472. The Trainee must meet the minimum 
degree qualifications listed above.  
 
Probationary Period: 
If you are a current Commonwealth of Virginia employee, this position requires a new 
probationary period be served.   
 
 
 

 



Background Investigation:   
Selected candidate(s) must successfully pass a background investigation to include a 
fingerprint-based criminal history check.  Selected candidate(s) must provide a DNA sample 
via a buccal swab (saliva sample) and successfully pass a drug test.  Reference checks will 
be conducted to include contact with current/previous supervisors. 
 
Employment Eligibility Verification: 
DFS will record information from each new employee’s Form I-9 (Employment Eligibility 
Verification) into the Federal E-Verify system to confirm identity and work authorization. 
 
Applicants must apply electronically using the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Recruitment 
Management System (RMS) by February 14, 2022. The RMS can be accessed using the  

link: https://virginiajobs.peopleadmin.com. Contact Markeisha Lewis at (804) 588-4008 
for assistance. 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 
Posted 1/24/22 

 

https://virginiajobs.peopleadmin.com/

