VCU School of Dentistry
2014 Dean’s Award for Excellence

[bookmark: _GoBack]The continued success and value of our profession depends upon our ability to work together and with others in many and various venues.  As academic dentistry continues to evolve to become more inclusive and focused on inter-professional education, on the development of relationships outside of the dental school, and the relationships we build with each other, we must look toward how we are developing as professionals.  Our ability to be successful in research, teaching, service, and patient care includes being able to work effectively with each other, to reach across differences, and to actively cultivate a healthy work environment.  In recognition of the many accomplishments of our faculty the Dean of the School of Dentistry is pleased to announce the invitation for nominations for the various Dean’s Awards for Excellence.  All nominations must be electronically submitted to the Dean’s Office (soddean@vcu.edu) no later than June 30, 2014.
Awards
A. Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Didactic Teaching
B.   Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Clinical Teaching
C.   Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Research
D.   Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Educational Innovation
E.   Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Part-time Faculty
F.   Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship of Engagement and Collaboration (capstone award selected every three years)



Dean’s Faculty Excellence Awards

The Dean’s Faculty Excellence Awards for didactic instruction, clinical teaching, research, educational innovation, and recognition of part-time faculty are presented to demonstrate the University and School of Dentistry’s high regard for faculty service.  In establishing the Dean’s Faculty Excellence Awards, the VCU School of Dentistry wishes to recognize, in a tangible way, the outstanding accomplishments of its faculty.  These awards are designed to honor those faculty members who demonstrate the highest level of performance and excellence in the pursuit of the School of Dentistry goals and the fulfillment of its mission.

Eligibility
All appointed tenured and non-tenured members of Virginia Commonwealth University School of Dentistry full time faculty who have been employed with the School two or more years at the time of nomination are eligible for these awards.  To be eligible for the part-time faculty award an individual must have been employed with the School as a part-time clinical faculty member for two or more academic years at the time of nomination.

Nominations
Nominations can be made by any member of the VCU School of Dentistry faculty, staff or student body, or any individual who has in-depth knowledge of the activities of that person.

An individual can be nominated in subsequent years.

A.  Process
Each nominator is responsible for submitting to the Dean’s Office, by June 30, 2014 a completed nomination form and supporting documentation.  Supporting documentation for previous nominations can be used as appropriate.  Nominations should be submitted electronically to soddean@vcu.edu and include “Dean’s Faculty Excellence Awards” in the subject line of the email.

Following a review of the nominating forms and supporting documentation by the selection committee, a list of finalists will be submitted to the Dean.  

The Dean will review the recommendations from the selection committee.

B. Supporting Documentation
1.  A brief description of the nominee’s position at VCU School of Dentistry and any recent changes in role and/or responsibilities that add to the nominees eligibility for the award.  Description should include major assignment of didactic instruction, clinical instruction, research, etc.
2. Information of the nominee’s contribution as it relates to the relevant award, including a summary of major accomplishments and evidence of impact.  Information from co-workers, staff and/or students can be included.
3. As appropriate to the award, selected bibliography, descriptions of creative or novel works, or other documentary items relevant to the award.

Selection Committee
The selection committee will comprise two faculty members and one administrator.  The two faculty members will be elected at large by the general faculty and the administrator will be appointed by the Dean. The committee will be chaired by the Director of Faculty Advancement (Dr. Janina Lewis, non voting).

The duties of the selection committee will be to review all nominations for all awards and to recommend finalists to the Dean.

Presentation of Awards
Each award consisting of a plaque and recognition will be presented at the annual Faculty and Student 
Awards Recognition Program in the Fall of each semester. This recognition program shall serve as a way of recognizing the contributions of the recipient and affirming the School of Dentistry’s commitment to excellence.



VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
FACULTY EXCELLENCE AWARDS
NOMINATION FORM 2012-2013

This is a nomination for:  (Please check only one category)

	Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Didactic Teaching			☐
	
Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Clinical Teaching			☐
	
	Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Research				☐	

Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Educational Innovation		☐
	
Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Part-Time Faculty			☐

													

Nominee’s Name:  		Click here to enter text.

Nominee’s Title:		Click here to enter text.

Nominee’s Department:		Click here to enter text.

Nominee’s Phone: 		Click here to enter text.


													

Nominator’s Name:		Click here to enter text.

Nominator’s Title:		Click here to enter text.

Nominator’s Department:	Click here to enter text.

Nominator’s Phone:		Click here to enter text.
 

Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Didactic Teaching

The Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Didactic Teaching is presented to a member of the faculty in recognition of truly outstanding instructional teaching at the VCU School of Dentistry.  Activities demonstrated in this award may be by either outstanding singular accomplishments or a record of excellence over a period of years including:

· Demonstration of outstanding instructional skills in the classroom
· Use of integrated instruction, web based, small group, etc.
· Evidence of continuous improvement and innovation in the preparation of course material
· Commitment to a high quality education from participation in and experience from training and/or conferences
· Encouragement of critical thinking.






Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Clinical Teaching

The Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Clinical Teaching is presented to a member of the faculty in recognition of truly outstanding clinical teaching at the VCU School of Dentistry.  Activities demonstrated in this award may be by either outstanding singular accomplishments or a record of excellence over a period of years including:

· Superior teaching, professionalism and clinical teaching
· Models ethical and competent dental skills
· Demonstrates compassion and empathy in the delivery of patient care
· Outstanding mentoring with students
· Commitment to a high quality education from participation in and experience from training and/or conferences
· Encouragement of critical thinking



Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Research

The School of Dentistry seeks to reward faculty who have been successful in their research endeavors.  In particular we seek ways to recognize junior faculty or new investigators who have successfully initiated their independent research programs, as well as those faculty who have demonstrated outstanding, innovative, long-term, or specialized accomplishments in research or research training.  Guidelines include:

· Demonstrates a desire to add to the field through participation in research endeavors
· Research of either basic or applied nature may be considered
· A sustained level of productivity over a period of time
· Completion of a project which is judged to be a contribution to the knowledge within a discipline





Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Outstanding Educational Innovation


The Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Outstanding Educational Innovation is presented to a member of the faculty in recognition of excellence and outstanding accomplishment in educational innovations.  This award will be given for creative contribution (s) completed at VCU School of Dentistry which must be recognized as meritorious and have contributed to the individual’s field and/or made an impact within the School of Dentistry.  Evaluation criteria include:

· Demonstration of research and/or other projects that contribute in a significant manner to new and/or changes in educational technologies, modalities, etc.
· Reporting of outcomes/data that proves and/or support innovation
· Provides a significant contribution to the field of study
· Any national or professional recognition for the innovation



Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Part-Time Faculty

The Dean’s Faculty Excellence Award for Part-Time Faculty is presented to a member of the faculty who serves in a part=time capacity in recognition of truly outstanding clinical teaching at the VCU School of Dentistry.  Activities demonstrated in this award may be by either outstanding singular accomplishments or a record of excellence over a period of years including:

· Outstanding clinical instruction
· Models outstanding professional behavior
· Models ethical and competent dental skills
· Demonstrates compassion and empathy in the delivery of patient care





2014 Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship of Engagement and Collaboration
Call for Nominations

In recognition of the importance in promoting ethical, professional behavior within our community, the Dean of the School of Dentistry is pleased to invite nominations for the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship of Engagement and Collaboration.

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship of Engagement and Collaboration is awarded every three years and is a capstone award for faculty who demonstrates the highest level of commitment to the education and training of students, collegiality toward colleagues, professionalism, teamwork and engages in and support a culture of diversity.  Guiding criteria includes:

· Serves as a role model in demonstrating professional behavior by example for students, colleagues and others
· Is approachable and accessible to students
· Exhibits enthusiasm and skill in professional and personal interaction with students, colleagues and staff
· Demonstrates humanistic values including honesty and integrity, caring and compassion, altruism and empathy, respect for others and trustworthiness
· Demonstrates cultural sensitivity in working with patients and family members of diverse ethnic or religious backgrounds
· Takes action to support equity and inclusion
· Engenders trust and confidence from colleagues within and outside of the dental school
· Adheres to high professional and ethical standards
· Demonstrates a lifelong commitment to excellence through teaching, service and/or research, etc.
· Exhibits a commitment to scholarship and advancing their field

Eligibility
All appointed tenured and non-tenured members of Virginia Commonwealth University School of Dentistry full time faculty who have been employed with the School three or more years at the time of nomination are eligible for this award.

Winners of the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship of Engagement and Collaboration will be selected by the Executive Committee of VCU School of Dentistry.  Each recipient will receive a small monetary prize and recognition during the annual Faculty and Student Awards Recognition Program in the Fall Semester.

Nominations
To nominate a faculty member, please provide a letter of nomination clearly stating why this person should be honored with this award.  The strongest letters will provide specific examples of how the individual exemplify the above criteria.  Letters can come from faculty, staff or students.  Please include contact information for the nominee and all nominators.

Letters of nomination should be submitted electronically to soddean@vcu.edu no later than June 30, 2014
***Include “Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship of Engagement and Collaboration” in the subject line of your email***

Contact the Dean’s Office (Beth Marcus, bmarcus@vcu.edu) with questions
